
 
 

SSE Report on Literacy in East Glendalough School 
 

 

Context 

East Glendalough School is a co-educational school of 400 students, offering the Junior Certificate, 

Transition Year and Leaving Certificate. For the first strand of its School Self-Evaluation programme the 

staff has chosen to focus on Literacy. Specifically, the sub-committee responsible for implementation of 

SSE decided to focus on spelling and verbal comprehension. It was felt that students’ ability with Tier Two 

words might require attention. 

 

 

Findings 

The SSE team conducted extensive research to gather evidence regarding levels of literacy amongst the 1st 

Year students, as well as how thoroughly Literacy is promoted in the School. Evidence was gathered from 

a survey of staff, a survey of 1st Year parents and an internally-designed test given to students at the end of 

1st Year (testing spelling and understanding of words). 

 

 

EGS Strengths 

A separate analysis of each strand of the research is included as an appendix to this report (Appendix 1). 

The major points arising were 

1. EGS students come from a background where reading is valued. Nearly all parents encourage their 

child’s reading and act as role models by reading themselves. Membership of the school library and 

public libraries was high and a surprisingly high number of 1st Year students were reading as much 

as they had done in primary school.  

2. Staff are well-disposed to supporting school improvement in this area. The vast majority of staff 

believe that Literacy is a “whole-school” issue and are already committed to improving standards 

and setting high expectations for the quality of students’ work.  



3. While the test was internally designed, it seems realistic to conclude that compared to national 

norms, EGS students start at a reasonable level of proficiency. 93% of students got at least half the 

spellings correct, and 95% got at least half the meanings.  

 

 

 

Areas for Improvement 

1. Despite Point 1 above, there was an indication that towards the end of 1st Year students are 

beginning to read less. Parents may underestimate their ability to encourage their children to read 

or to engage with their children about reading.  

2. Despite Point 3 above, only 9% of students understood all the words, and no student could spell 

them all correctly. 

3. Possibly due to lack of training, teachers seemed unsure of how to encourage literacy across the 

curriculum.  

4. There is room for assessment of literacy in subject-specific areas. 

5. More cross-curricular links with literacy could be made. 

6. Few teachers used different materials with different reading abilities. 

 

Actions 

See School Improvement Plan - Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1: Analysis of findings 

 

Literacy Survey: Results 

 

1. Are your children members of the EGS Library?  YES: 25 NO: 4  Don’t Know: 7 

 

2. Are your children members of a public Library?  YES: 31 NO: 5   

 

3. Is your child in a book club out of school?   YES: 0  NO: 36 

 

4.How many hours a week would your child spend reading for pleasure?   

 

0-2:  16  2-4:  9  4-6:  5  More than 6:  6 

 

5. Is your child reading less now than when they attended primary school?  YES: 17 No: 19 

 

 Comments:  “Less time to read with so many activities and more homework” x 3 

   “Less fiction read now” 

 

6. Would you buy books as presents for your children? YES: 36 NO: 0 

 

 Comment:  “Yes, but she doesn’t want them!” 

 

7. Would you buy newspapers/magazines?  Daily: 8 WEEKLY: 21  RARELY: 7 

 

8. Would your children read these newspapers/magazines?   YES: 28 NO: 8 

 

9. Do you read for pleasure?    YES: 32 NO: 1  SOMETIMES: 3 

 

10/11. Do you have a favourite author?  YES: 12 NO: 23 

 

John Grisham x 2  Paul Theroux  

      Jodi Picoult   John McGahern 

      Jo Nesbo   Nora Roberts 

      David Baldacci  Peter Carey 

      C.J.Sansom   Muakami 

      Virginia Woolf 

 

12/13. Does your child have a favourite author?  YES: 9  NO: 27 

 

AC surveyed 36 1st Year students and 23 said YES, 13 said NO – indicating parents may not realise 

that their child actually does have a favourite author… 

 

Hunger Games x 2  Darren Shan 

Vampire books  Judi Curtin 

David Walliams  J.K.Rowling 

Meg Roscoff   Michael Morpurgo 

Can’t remember x 2 

 

 



14. Any suggestions for promoting literacy at home/outside school? 

 

 Screen-free night/less electronic distractions  x 8 

 A set reading time without distractions 

 Book Clubs x 3 

 Discussion of books in the family 

 Vouchers to make books cheaper 

 Visits to local library 

 Reading challenge 

 Students encouraged to read daily papers 

 Have a set book to read every night 

 Encouragement to read 

 

 

 

15. Any suggestions for promoting literacy in school? 

 

 Book Club x 10 

 Book review as a task x 2 Students review a book of their choice and present to the class 

 1 English a week one person presents their book and 3 reasons why people should read it 

Children reviewing and recommending books to their peers 

Visiting authors x 2 

Update EGS Library with more current books 

More stock in Library (currently “paltry and uninviting”) 

 Students to use free periods to read in the Library/BSR 

 Each child encouraged to have a book with them to read in free periods in BSR 

 Assign books to be read over a set time period 

 Trips to the book shop with book tokens 

 Reading different things – fiction/poetry/plays 

 Readathon type challenge x 2 

 Greater encouragement to read from teachers and parents 

 More Library time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Analysis of the Parental Feedback on Literacy 

 

 

Validity/Reliability 

The large sample adds to the validity of the research. To receive answers from 60% of parents is unusually 

high. This was achieved by asking parents to complete the survey at an information evening, rather than a 

postal survey.  

 

Some parents obviously rushed the answers. This might leave the reliability of what was said open to 

question. However, the results of most questions were so clear-cut that it seems reasonable to regard them 

as pretty reliable. 

 

 

EGS Strengths 
4. EGS parents are happy to encourage their child’s reading. 

5. A substantial majority of EGS parents read for pleasure, acting as a strong role models for their 

family. 

6. In the majority of EGS households newspapers and magazines were available to be read. 

7. A significantly higher number than expected (19) indicated that their children WERE reading as 

much as in primary school. 

8. Membership of the school library and public libraries was high. 

 

 

EGS Weaknesses 
7. Parents may underestimate their ability to encourage their children to read or to engage with their 

children about reading. There was a marked disparity between parent and student answers about a 

favourite author – just under 40% of parents didn’t know that their child had a favourite author at 

all. The tone of several answers was defeatist - “Hey, it’s teenagers, you know they just switch off 

reading”. 

8. Despite Point 4 above, a significant number (17) of children have begun to read less than they did 

in primary school. 

9. It was noted in some cases that the nature of the reading may have changed – more schoolwork, 

less reading for pleasure. This may not necessarily be a bad thing for literacy, but should be noted. 

 

 

Possible strategies we could try in EGS 
A great number of suggestions were put forward. Not all were feasible, and some focused more on 

promoting reading rather than specifically promoting literacy, but some strategies we might consider were 

as follows: 

 Parents encouraged to establish screen-free times at home 

 Parents encouraged to discuss what everyone in the family is reading 

 Parents encouraged to promote reading of newspapers/magazines in the home 

 EGS to set up Book Clubs throughout the school 

 EGS English to include classes where a student presents their favourite book and why people 

should read it 

 EGS to continue upgrading and stocking the Library 

 EGS to facilitate a system whereby each student could have a book available for “free” periods 

 EGS to consider a reading challenge – perhaps a set of books to be read over a set time period 

 



Appendix 2: Literacy Plan 
 

EGS Literacy Plan 

 

 

Following staff meetings on 30th Sept 2013 and 6th Jan 2014, a Literacy Plan for East Glendalough School 

has been introduced. This comprises: 

 

1. Word of the week 

Introduced in early October 2013. Students are introduced to a “new” word in Assembly and this is used by 

staff as much as possible throughout the week. In Term One, staff nominated words, but for Term Two 

students have been asked to nominate their own favourite words. 

 

2. BSR Open Library 

To be introduced January 2014. Second-hand and recycled books to be placed in BSR so students who have 

completed set work can read. Open lending policy – students encouraged to return books and to bring in 

books of their own, but no enforcement. 

 

3. 1st Year Literacy Day 

To be held on January 21st – Periods 3-6 

Four modules, covering: 

 Prefixes and suffixes - “good starts and happy endings” (BG) 

 The etymology of cool words (TH) 

 Punk’d-uation (SZ) 

 The Lost Art of Parsing (AC) 

 

4. Literacy incorporated in Subject Dept Planning – examples include:  

 Modern languages teaching literacy at start of course 

 Geo News noticeboard outside Room 18 – encouraging 1st Year students to bring in newspaper 

articles of geographical relevance and to write their own geographical news items. 

 Maths Dept – production of a “dictionary” of commonly used mathematical terms, posters of 

commonly used mathematical terms displayed in Maths classrooms, worksheets to test students’ 

understanding of the language used in class. 

 CSPE students encouraged to write articles on current news issues. 

 Irish Dept – Focail na Seachtaine with older students and D.E.A.R. scheme with TY, reading current 

articles in Irish for 20 mins every fortnight. 

 



5. Short Story competition 

To be launched in late January/early February. Tying in with the “Short Story” section of the 1st and 2nd 

Year English course. Winner (s) to receive the Woods Prize in Prize Day every September. 

 

6. Distinctions for well-written work (good literacy, accurate writing.) 

 

7. Book clubs and reading campaigns in certain year groups 

 Eg. TY Book Club 

 1st Years may participate in a Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) scheme in certain classes 

 

8. Book Fair 

To tie in with World Book Day in early March. Bridge Street Bookshop to come in to the School and sell 

recommended books at discount price. 

 

 


